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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and by substituting instead the following:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 50-6-225, is amended by adding the

following as a new subsection:

(  )  If an employee receives a settlement, judgment or decree under this chapter

which includes the payment of medical expenses and the employer or third party health

insurance carrier wrongfully fails to reimburse an employee for any medical expenses

actually paid by the employee within sixty (60) days of such settlement, judgment or

decree, or fails to provide reasonable and necessary medical expenses and treatment

without just cause after receiving reasonable notice of their obligation to provide such

medical treatment, the employer or insurance carrier shall be liable, in the discretion of

the court, to pay the employee, in addition to the amount due for medical expenses paid,

a sum not exceeding twenty-five percent (25%) of such expenses; provided, that it is

made to appear to the court that the refusal to pay such claim was not in good faith and

that such failure to pay inflicted additional expense, loss or injury upon the employee.

SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 50-6-128, is amended by deleting

from the first sentence the language “accident insurance, when the employer” and substituting

instead the language “accident insurance, or failed to provide reasonable and necessary

medical expenses and treatment, when the employer”.

SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2000, the public welfare requiring it.


